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For many of you, the decision to reenlist
wasn’t made alone. You all know the saying:
Soldiers enlist, but families reenlist. [Laugh-
ter] And we have many family members here.
You’re not taking an oath, but you’re making
an important commitment. And along the
way, all of you have made your share of sac-
rifices. And I appreciate the chance to thank
you for it.

When I speak of supporting the military,
that means family members, as well, the
bases you call home and the schools where
you send your children.

For those who are about to take the oath,
congratulations. You repeat some familiar
words. You will do so with self-assurance that
you might not have had the first time. That
comes with hard work and discipline and
service to our country. I want each of you
to return to your posts with the knowledge
that you have my gratitude and full con-
fidence. Thank you again.

And now it is my honor to turn over the
proceedings to General Shelton, who will ad-
minister the oath of office.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action
on Education Reform Legislation
May 23, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives
for taking a giant step toward improving
America’s public schools. The education re-
forms adopted today build on the principles
of accountability, flexibility, local control, and
greater choices for parents. The reforms re-
quire annual testing of students in grades
three through eight, give States unprece-
dented flexibility to meet critical education
needs and, for the first time, tie Federal edu-
cation funding to results. These education re-
forms also give parents real options to get
their children out of persistently failing
schools through public school choice with
transportation provided, and supplemental
services such as tutoring and summer school.
I look forward to working with Members of
the House and Senate to make sure this vital

legislation becomes law so that no child in
America is left behind.

Remarks to the St. Augustine Parish
Community in Cleveland, Ohio
May 24, 2001

Father McNulty, thank you very much, sir,
for your hospitality and your introduction.
It’s a privilege for me to be here with Bishop
Pilla, whose reputation at least has preceded
him as far as the President goes. I’ve been
looking forward for this opportunity to meet
such a fine, noble man, firmly committed to
helping the poor. So, Bishop, thank you so
much for being here, sir.

I’m honored also to be—to have been wel-
comed by Sister Ambroe. The Sister is pretty
firm in her—[laughter]—she kept us on
time. [Laughter] I am thankful to be here
with distinguished public servants from the
State of Ohio, your Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, both very good friends of mine.
Thank you all for being here. Two fine
United States Senators, Mike DeWine and
George Voinovich, traveled with me from
Washington today. I think you’re going back.
[Laughter] But Ohio is well represented in
the Halls of the United States Senate with
these two fine Americans. And two Members
of the United States Congress, Steve
LaTourette and Tony Hall from south Ohio
are here, as well. Thank you all for traveling
with us today.

Tony is not from this area, but I can assure
you that if you got to know him, you would
know that he shares the same passion most
of us do for figuring out ways to help people
in need.

The other thing that I want to make note
of is that Tony is a Democrat. And what we’re
going to talk about today is not a party issue.
The idea of helping people transcends polit-
ical party. And so, Tony, thank you for com-
ing.

I want to thank Pam Delly, the principal
of Our Lady of Angels, for the tour and the
opportunity to meet the students here. And
I want to thank Dennis McNulty, the director
of Catholic Charity Services, as well.

I want to start off with a comment about
some news. This morning a distinguished
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